MURSI 

U, Grammar 

1+,1 Major Word Classes 

Beginning here, a phonemic t reins cript ion will be used. Occasion- 
ally » phonetic transcriptions will be added to illustrate the occurrence 
of some notable allophones. 

The alternates /s/ *• /9/ and [z] « [5j will be freely mixed in 
text. 

If, 1.1 Pronouns 

Pronouns show an i^ element in the singular and q^ in the plural, 
a Nilo-Saharan characteristic pointed out by Greenberg (e.g. 1963a: 
132) and others, e.g. Tucker and Bryan 1966: 22-2U. 

Self-steinding pronouns are of two types: those which precede, 
and those which follow the verb. 

Following 

apoi 

ipoi 

pai 

agyu 

igyu [ igyu] 

yokyu lyokyu] 

These pronouns are not used obligatorily, but use of the following 
pronoun adds emphasis, e.g. gaio "he knows", gal pai , "he (and nobody 
else) knows". 

The object pronouns will be illustrated in the frame: 

"The maji gives me^ food" 

Qa hira Ba?a *a:J-a-in-o 





Preceding 




1 sg. 


api 


[api] 


2 sg. 


ipe 




3 sg. 


nor) 


InooJ 


1 pi. 


age 




2 pi. 


ige 


[ige] 


3 pi. 


yok 


[yok] 



1 sg. *a:J-a-in-o 


1 pi. 


*a:j-it-o 


2 sg. 'a:J- in-o 


2 pi. 


*a:J- un-o 


3 sg. *a:J- £-0 


3 pi. 


»a:j- e-o 


Similarly, "I give (to) you" 






k-aj- in-o 






2 sg. k-aj -in-o 


2 pi. 


k-aJ -un-o 


3 sg, k-aJ-e_-o 


3 pi. 


k-aj- e_-o 
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dori-a-na;no 


"my 


dori-a-nunu 


house' 


dori-a-nene : 


etc. 



njRsi 

When the verb is in the past , the n^ element is palatalized to 
Il^'S's 2u(g)o pa ginipo , "did the people not ask you (sg,)?" 
Izu(ir)o 0^ ginipoj. 

The self-standing form may be used in place of the object infix, 
e.g. ga dala api "show me" 

ki-hini i[[e "I want you" 

Compare the form ko-cogino , "I will have sexual intercourse with 
you", which is a simple statement of fact, with ko-cogi ipe , a form 
much used in abuse. 

Possessive pronouns distinguish number of both possessed and pos- 
sessor, the n sg. / £^ pi, element again appearing. As with many Nilo- 
Saharan Isinguages, an exclusive-inclusive distinction is found in the 
first person plural, A complemental particle -a- is also required. 

Sing. Possessed 

1 sg. 

2 sg, 

3 sg. 
1 pi, excl, dori-a-nau 

1 pi. incl. dori-a— nai 

2 pi, dori-a-nwi 

3 pi. dorl-a-ne: 

In pronomincLL forms ("mine," etc.), these are: ln-a-na:no , 
etc. with singular possessed and gi-a^gapo , etc, with plural possessed. 

Interrogatives occur in forms variegated as to number and case, 

"who?" 

Nom, sg, noi Norn pi. gyoi 

Ace. nep 

Gen. ni; (sg. possessed) 

gi: (pi. possessed) 

"which?" 

^6« ainoi pi. agyoi 

"what?" 

?0Q , also sometimes nen (="who?") 
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PI. Possessed 




doren-a-gapo 


"my 


doren-a-gupu 


houses" 


doren-a-gepo 


etc. 


doren-a-gau 




doren-a-gai 




doren-a-gwi 




doren-a-ge : 





"buna hin nol 
lami nen 
a dorl a nl ; 
dori alnoi 
2u(g)o agyoi 
a eukti ke gyol 
a ?on" 'a. on 
hini 7on 
rui ?on 
seni e : -nen 
ke-me© i e : -nep 
sara gupu a nen 



fixamples ; 

"who wants coffee?" 

"whom are you looking for?" 

"whose house is it?" 

"which house?" 

"which people?" 

"who are these people?" 

"what is it?" 

"what do you want?" 

"what are you crying for?" 

"what did you say?" 

"what shall I do?" 

"what is your name?" 



If. 2.1 Komlnals 



Nouns ore inflected for number and case, and sex-determiners are 
attached for gender distinctions. 

Noun plurals (and singulars) show a variety of types and some 
stem chstnges: this is very reminiscent of Nilotic languages such as 
Anyva (see Ch, 20). 



sg, -i^ 

kirorjoi 

swai 

sg, zero 

go 

vara 

sg, zero 

bi 

googul 

[gOQgUl] 

kama 

sg. -i 

lusi 

baQi 

sg, zero 

uli 

liikwe 

sg. ^, ^t -o 

dori 



pi , zero 




kiroQO 


"fly" 


sowa 


"bird" 


pi. -cin 




gocin 


"fire" 


WELracin 


"knife" 


pi. -(i)o 




bio 


"cow" 


googulo 


"canoe" 


[gOQgUlo] 




kamaio 


"bag" 


pi. -a 




lusa 


"boy" 


baQa 


"pond" 


pi. -pa 




ulipa 


"bull" 


lukwepa 


"chicken" 


pi. -en, ; 


-ena, -eno 


dor en 


"house" 
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MURSI 




elen 


"waterhole' 


kiden 


"river" 


Qorena 


"elephant" 


keno 


"tree" 



ela 

kido 

Qoro 

kio 

Kinship terms take special plural suffixes -ge and -gen , e.g. 

Su:ne Su:ge "father" j terms of 

Jone Juge "mother" [ reference 

Qone rjonigen "sister" 

gwodine gvodir)gen "brother" 

All liquids and some indivisibles are plural, e.g. ma, "vater" : 

dori anatao "my house" ma g^o "my water" 

(sg.) (pi.) 

liba gai "our (incl. ) sorghum" 

m^ vh. hhdi. : voru (lit.: vater perfect-marker came back) 

cf , hlri wa ' k^v^ "a person came" and zugo wa hhdi, "people came" 

Definiteness is marked by a prefix na- and suffixes distinguish- 
ing near from far. 



"this" 



sg.. 


ji. 




Qa-lusi-ta 


Qa-lusa 


"boy" 


Oa-dori-ta 


Qa- doren 


"house" 


Qa-ki -ta 


Qa- keno 


"tree" 


Qa- lusi -tuni 


Qa- lusa-gunu 


"boy" 


Qa-dori -tuni 


rja-doren-gunu 


"house" 


Qa- ki -ttmu 


r)a- keno-gunu 


"tree" 



"that" 



The presence of t^ in singular and g^ in plureil is an example of 
the t/k alternation pointed out by Tucker and Bryan (1966: 22-2U) 
and Greenberg (1963a: 132). 

With reverse word order: lusi pa-ina , "this boy"; lusi 
na-inunu . "that boy". 

Predicative use of demonstratives: "take this", iba na-ina ; 
"take that", iba na-inu-nu ; "this is the one I saw", n^- kfe-ti. 
ku:rib ; "that is the one I saw", g^-k^-t^u kTi:rlo ; "that is the 
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MURSI 

house" , d^rl ^;na ; "that over there is the house" , dbrl d:nun^ . 

Examples of referential demonstratives: ana horoga , "the one 
before-mentioned" (near past); ina boroga . "the one before-mentioned" 
(more distant past). 

Adjectives show n\imber distinctions similar to those of nouns, 
e.g»» 

hiri a^ bwoca "the person is thin" 

pl» zu(g)o a_ bwocen 

bi a_ golopi "the cov is red" 

pi. bio a golopa 

There is no grammatical gender, but sex-determining suffixes are 
attached to some words, e.g. 

hiri pi. zu(g)o "person 

hlr-ameti pl . zu ( g ) -ama "man" 

hir-aqaha pl. zu-a^aha "woman" 

Oatuip pl, Qatuipa "lion" 

r)atuip-amai pl. oatulp-ama "male lion" 

Oatuip-aQaha pl. ^atuip-aoaha "lioness" 

Similarly for lukwe ("fowl"), medere ("sheep"), tono ("goat"), 
noro ("elephant"). 

There is no evidence that female forms are used in diminutive, 
pejorative, or other negatively-marked senses. 

Mursi has a fairly elaborate system of case marking. There is 
an absolute form of the noun: this is the basic form and it may stand 
as subject or object of the verb in the "normal" word order SVO, e.g., 

hiri lam mor "the man is looking for the calf" 

to^o ba(g) lapoi "the goat is eating the grass" 

guSur-o ba(g) bi "the hyena is eating the cow" 

In the "abnormal" word order, OVS, the subject is marked by a 
nominative case-ending, e.g. (with *boy* : lusi ». Iu9i ) , 

itim lu9i-o "the boy kindles" 

(lit.: kindles boy) 

mor lam luai-o "the boy is looking for the c€0.f: 

(lit,: calf looks- for boy) 
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U.2,2 Verbs 

The verb in Mursi can be thought of as occurring in two moods : 
indicative and subjunctive. The indicative has two aspects : indefi- 
nite (or imperfective) and definite (or perfective). Since the two 
aspects sometimes utilize different stems, it is sometimes necessary 
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MURSI 

to include both aa principal parts of the verb. The third person 
singular of the indefinite and all plural persons of the definite 
include an infixed ->t- which results in assimilations of the verb 
stem-final consonant. Since the rules for these have not been fully 
worked out, examples will here be given in tabular form: 



Indefinite 



Definite 



Proposed 
Stem 



Gloss 



1 sg. 



3 sg. 



1 sg. 



3 sg. 



ka-gayo 


gayo 


ka-taka 


ka-takto 


ga-,tak- 


"know" 


ko-koyo 


koyo 


k-oka 


kayto 


ko-,kay-,ok- 


"go" 


ka-talio 


tallo 


ka-talla 


ka-tallo 


tal- 


"buy" 


ke-re'eio 


re»0o 


k-era 


k-erto 


ree-,er- 


"die" 


ka-matio 


mat to 


k-ira 


k-irto 


mat-,ir- 


"drink" 


ku-dumio 


Dumno 


ku-duma 


ku-d\jmno 


dum- 


"find" 


ki-Jimio 


Jimno 


ke-jema 


ke-J emno 


Jem- 


"lead" 


ku-Qusio 


turjo 


ku-tuQa 


ku-tuQno 


QUS-,tUQ- 


"sleep" 


ku-curio 


curto 


ku-curta 


ku-curto 


cur- 


"wash" 






-cura 


-cura 




(t.v.) 


k-orio 


orto 


k-ara 


k-arto 


or-,ar- 


"see" 


ki"cibio 


cipto 


ke-cepta 
-cebba 


ke-cepto 
-cebbo(?) 


cip-,cep- 


"tie up" 


ki-libio 


lipto 


ki-lipta 
-libba 


-lipto 


lip- 


"sour" 
(i.v.) 


ki-Sigio 


Sikto 


ki-Sika 


ki-5ikto 


Sik- 


"hear, 
under- 
stand" 


Jca.ragio 


Dakto 


ka-raka 


ka-rakto 


rak- 


"hit" 


ki-zigio 


zikto 


ke-zekta 
-zekka 


ke-zekto 


zik-,zek- 


"move camp" 


ku-dugio 


dukto 


ku-duka 


ku-duk-to 


duk- 


"plant" 


ke-begio 


bekto 


ke-bekta 


ke-bekto 


bek- 


"watch over' 






-bekka 


-bekko (?) 




k-ogio 


okto 


k-akka 


k-akto 


ok-,ak- 


"cook" 


ki-bigio 


bitkto, 
bi;to 


ki-bi:ka 


ki-bi:kto 


bik- 


"break" 


ka-batkio 


bakto 
ba:to 


ka— ba : ka 


ka-ba:to 


ba:k- 


"eat" 



The stems are arranged in groups according to the apparent assim- 
ilative behavior of the infixed -t^ in 3 sg. indefinite and pi. definite. 

In the first group of two, no -t- occurs in the 3 sg. indefinite 
(perhaps the -t- has been assimilated to after ^) , though -t- occurs 
in the 3 sg. definite. In the second group of three also, no -t- 
occurs , but it seens that it has been assimilated to the final -1 , 
-9 , or ^t, respectively (obviously, however, matto could be interpre- 
ted as matt-o or as mat -to ) . In the third group of three, no -t- 
occurs in either indefinite or definite (meaning that t_ — ^ n^ after 
nasal, or t^-*-^ in the case of tupo ) , In the fourth group of two, -t- 
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MURSI 

occurs in both indefinite and definite after r^, except that -rr- 
occurs as a variant of -rt- in some cases (not illustrated). In 
the fifth group of two, -t- occurs after ^ (^rS.^* with the possible 
variant -bb- in place of -pt in some cases. In the sixth group of 
eight, -t- occurs after -k (< -g ) , except that some variants occtir 
^ "k- — »^ , -kt- — »"tt- , -t- — y ^) . 

This information is from several informants, and not all in- 
formants volunteered or would accept elLI variant forms, and they were 
not consistent from one time to another. This suggests that assimi- 
lations such as -kt- ^^ -kk- are optional and in "free vsiriation". 
Obviously more research is needed here to sort out all the possibil- 
ities and arrive at a consistent analysis, using an extensive sample 
of both verbs and informants. 

Reference to data on other Surma languages (Tucker and Bryan 
1966: 382 f f . ) shows the presence of a -t- or -9- in pliiral conju- 
gations, but the data is too scanty to throw any light on the problem, 
(Murle has it also, see Lyth 19^+7: 25 ff . ) 

The presence of a k(V)- prefix in 1 sg, (and 1 pi., and in the 
subjunctive, also 3 sg. ) is a characteristic of most Surma languages 
(see Chapter I8), whose function and possible origin is unexplained. 
The exact status of the suppletive stems ("go, die, drink, sleep"), 
and those involving vowel-changes (see, move camp, tie up, cook") 
is also unclear. Vowel assimilations (harmony) in the k(v)- prefix 
occiir as can be seen by comparing the V of kV- and the first stem 
vowel in all cases. 

Note also that the final ^ is dropped when the verb is followed 
by any other word, thus: 

logo ki-^igio "the word I understand" 

ki-^igi logo "I understand the word" 

runo talo "tomorrow he will buy" 

tal ?ofi "what will he buy?" 

The two aspects serve the usuelL functions : 

Indefinite - present, future, and continuous action. 

"eat, will eat, "hear, will hear, "drink, will drink, 
am eating am hearing" am drinking" 

1 sg. ka-ba:kio ki-sigio ka-matio 

2 sg, ba:kio Sigio matio 

3 sg. ba:to Sikto mato 

1 pi. ka-ba:kor ki-Sigor ka-mator 

2 pi, ba:kor Sigor mator 

3 pi. ba:keo Segeo mateo 
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^.^ Syntax 

The usual word order is SVO, but SOV and OVS occur. 
SVO: hirl dug lusi "the person (i.e. adult) hits the boy" 

komoru lam bio "the priest seeks the cattle" 

lusi dag bi "the boy hits the cow" 

SOV: used in the negative, e.g. 

komorena kirin na ameo "priests do not eat giraffe" 

(lit.; priests giraffe not eat) 

erini tila na hinno "the baby does not want porridge" 
(lit.: baby porridge not want) 

OVS: As noted above under Major Word Classes, a marked nominative 
case is found with the subject in this word order, e.g. 

gvi a.1 -a-ln duli-o "Duli gave me the garden" 

(lit.: garden glves-me duli-nom. ) 

bi am guSurr- "a hyena is eating the cow" 

(lit.: cow eats hyena-nom. ) 

This word order places emphasis on the subject. 

Order of Modifiers ; The adjective follows the noun and is normally 
linked by the complemental particle a (see under copula below), e.g., 
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MJRSI 

apl kl-hlni M a korol "I want a black cow" 

*" (lit,: I want cov peurt, black) 

apl kl-hlni bio a kora "I want black cows" 

In predicative sentences, the linking particle is omitted (but 
then it occurs as the copula preceding the adjectival phrase): 

^ iL goloni "it is a red cov" 

a. bio golop a kare "they are all red cows" 

a kido bvi "it is a big river" 

a kiden bibi "they are big rivers" 

Numerals follow the noun without the linking a^, except for "one" 

Examples : 

hale ka-tali teno sakal "later I will buy nine goats" 

bi a_ Done gara "one cow is lost" 

zu(g)o raman bare hoda "two people came yesterday" 

Notice that the numeral usually is used with plural nouns (both 
teno and zu(g)o above are plural). For a counterexample, however, 
see the one involving "four cow(s)" under possession below. 

Relative Clauses normally follow their nouns without any intro- 
ductory particle, e.g. 

kani lusi a_ hiri be-lornapi ture 

"I am the son of the man (who) carried your gun" 
(lit.: I son part, man past-carry gun) 

^ kama be-aj ai pi lusigolopi 

"it is the bag (which) Lusigolonyi gave me" 
(lit.: it-is bag past-gave-me Lusigolonyi) 

Sl ahi ti burto ena oka bukuno 

"it is the thing of the owner who previously went off somewhere" 
(lit.: it-is thing cop. previously owner went somewhere) 

Comparison involves use of the connective ko- « "and" ;and no 
morphologicsJ.ly-marked forms. 

Examples : 

bl *k(S -n^r^ 'bu-Q^r "the elephant is bigger than the cow" 

(lit.: cow and-elephant big-elephant) 
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